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2024 Impact Report

From funding research to continuing education programs and patient advocacy, 
there are countless ways that people contribute to conquering cancer. But none of 
it would be possible without you. In 2024, your generosity enabled us to continue 
providing oncology professionals with the resources they need to advance lifesaving 
care for every patient.

grants and awards distributed in 2024
600+

The impact of investing in early-career researchers is lasting, tangible, and immense. 
When you give to Conquer Cancer, you’re supporting the brilliant professionals who 
will ultimately shape the future of oncology and determine the outcomes of patient 
care for years to come. In 2024, your gifts helped connect the brightest minds in 
oncology with the resources they need to continue making life better for patients, 
whether through innovative research testing novel treatments or by uncovering new 
cures and improving supportive care. Along the way, you made a lifesaving impact for 
patients everywhere and helped ensure that crucial research innovations will persist 
for years to come.

Breakthrough Research: Dr. Suresh S. Ramalingam and Other Success 
Stories from the Field
Lung cancer has long exemplified the urgent need for lifesaving cancer research, particularly in the U.S., where 
it’s the second most common cancer and the leading cause of cancer-related death. This sobering reality has 
underpinned the dedication of Dr. Suresh S. Ramalingam, a 2006 Conquer Cancer grant recipient, in his decades-
long work to accelerate lung cancer research. His efforts reached a pinnacle at the 2024 ASCO Annual Meeting, 
where Dr. Ramalingam became the latest Conquer Cancer researcher to present groundbreaking research 
advances during the Plenary Session.

Viewed by nearly all conference attendees, the Plenary Session is a major focal point of every ASCO Annual 
Meeting, providing a platform for physician-scientists to share the most promising studies in the field of 
oncology.

As many Conquer Cancer grant recipients have before, Dr. Ramalingam took to the stage to present lifesaving 
highlights from his latest research. He also discussed the practice-changing results of the first-of-its-kind LAURA 
clinical trial. This study evaluated a promising drug following chemoradiotherapy in patients with a specific type 
of lung cancer, ultimately concluding that this treatment plan significantly improves progression-free survival for 
this group of patients.

Dr. Ramalingam is far from the only success story to arise from Conquer Cancer’s longstanding investment in 
early-career researchers. Around the world, the oncology landscape is dotted with physician-scientists whose 
careers began with funding made possible by generous donors like you—and whose careers are lined with 
milestones in patient care. Just a few of those success stories include:

	� Dr. Roy Herbst, whose groundbreaking discoveries over more than three decades have led to personalized 
therapies for patients with non-small cell lung cancer. He went on to present at the ASCO Annual Meeting 
Plenary Sessions in 2020 and 2023, and he credits his Conquer Cancer support for helping him get started 
on this research path. 

	� Dr. Olufunmilayo Falusi Olopade, whose discoveries have been pivotal in reducing the risk of hereditary 
diseases and elevating treatments for patients with breast cancer. Her Conquer Cancer-funded work has 
demonstrated the heightened breast cancer risks faced by younger women of African descent and has 
improved efforts for better screening and earlier detection.

	� Dr. Antoni Ribas, whose groundbreaking work has remarkably improved treatment outcomes for patients 
with melanoma. His initial Conquer Cancer-funded project focused on exploring immunotherapy for 
targeting liver cancer. Dr. Ribas’s discoveries in this area paved the path for his subsequent work studying 
treatments for melanoma, ultimately resulting in accelerated drug approval by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) in 2014.

Testing New Treatment Protocols and Supportive Care Strategies for 
Pediatric Patients with Burkitt Lymphoma in Malawi
When Dr. Rizine Mzikamanda, a pediatric oncologist based in Malawi, received a Conquer Cancer grant, he was 
determined to use that funding to improve research and care for pediatric patients with Burkitt lymphoma. This 
cancer, though rare in most parts of the world, is endemic to sub-Saharan Africa—and is made worse by high 
levels of malnutrition and limited resources.

This aggressive, fast-growing cancer requires intensive treatments that can prove intolerable for children, with 
side effects like sepsis, anemia, mucositis, and febrile neutropenia. Across this region of Africa, many pediatric 
patients also suffer from chronic malnutrition, which can significantly reduce survival. For Dr. Mzikamanda, 
better supportive care that accounts for these complex factors is essential to ensuring that more children with 
Burkitt lymphoma experience equitable outcomes.

Dr. Mzikamanda’s work addresses a major disparity in global cancer care: In the U.S., children with Burkitt 
lymphoma have more than an 80% survival rate. In African countries, however, the rate is around 40%.

“Conquering cancer,” he says, “means a child with Burkitt lymphoma in Africa has the same chance of survival 
as a child with the same disease in the U.S.”

Determined to improve care and outcomes for patients with Burkitt lymphoma, Dr. Mzikamanda used his 
Conquer Cancer funding to assess the feasibility of a more personalized treatment approach that considers 
treatment side effects and the unique needs of local populations. His primary goal? To develop and implement a 
supportive care strategy that better addresses the treatment challenges and disparities experienced by patients 
in Malawi and throughout sub-Saharan Africa.

“We know which treatments work best, which side effects are common, and how to administer the therapies,” 
Dr. Mzikamanda said. “The focus is really on making sure it’s done in a safe and effective way. If supportive care 
strategies are implemented to help children with Burkitt lymphoma in African settings better manage the side 
effects of treatment, then our patients are much likelier to complete treatment and reach better outcomes in the 
long term.”
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The history of oncology is filled with milestones: the harnessing of radiation for treatment, the molecular profiling 
of tumors and delivering targeted therapies, the use of monoclonal antibodies to treat many cancers—the list could 
go on for pages.

In 2024, Conquer Cancer celebrated a special milestone of its own—our 25th anniversary. In a landscape where 
30% of nonprofits fail within a decade, it’s no small feat. But it’s not just our survival that makes celebrating those 
25 years worthwhile: It’s the incredible innovations and progress you’ve made possible. It’s the network of brilliant 
minds you’ve supported. It’s the breakthrough research those minds have produced. And, above all, it’s the lives 
made better because of your generosity.

Together, we make progress every year, expanding our reach and, subsequently, the number of lives improved, even 
saved. But none of it would be possible without your unwavering generosity. Time and time again, you’ve proven 
your shared commitment to our mission of accelerating breakthroughs in lifesaving research and empowering 
people everywhere to conquer cancer—and last year was no different.

In 2024, because of your generosity, Conquer Cancer awarded more than $12 million in funding to 600+ recipients 
both in the U.S. and internationally, enabling them to continue the search for better treatments and cures. We also 
secured 9 new endowments for Young Investigator Awards (YIAs), bringing our total number of endowed YIAs to 
39. The result? A stronger and constantly growing oncology workforce—one that promises better outcomes for
patients everywhere.

With every gift, you propel us further down the path toward our vision: a world where cancer is prevented or cured, 
and every survivor is healthy. In this report, we’ll share with you some of the amazing stories of hope, discovery, and 
survival that your generosity made possible. We hope you’ll carry these stories with you every day as a reminder of 
our gratitude and of countless people whose lives you’ve touched.

Building Careers Dedicated to Patient-Centered, Lifesaving Research
As a child, Dr. Kekoa Taparra witnessed the impact that limited cancer care access can have on remote 
populations—including within his own family. Growing up in a small community on the island of O‘ahu in Hawai‘i, 
he watched cancer pick its way through family member after family member. His aunt faced endometrial cancer. 
His uncle, prostate cancer. A younger cousin, neuroblastoma. And these are just a few of the many ways this 
disease has touched the lives of Dr. Taparra and his loved ones.

This loss of life—and a commitment to serve communities like his own—ultimately inspired Dr. Taparra to pursue 
a career in oncology. Today, thanks to your generosity, he’s seeing that commitment through, and he’s doing it in 
his own lab.

Supported by a Conquer Cancer grant, Dr. Taparra launched an innovative research project that’s using machine 
learning to pinpoint shortfalls in care and the drivers behind them. It’s also enabling him to better categorize 
these data, which are critical to ensuring every patient in his community receives the care they need.

“This award really demonstrates the interest and passion that Conquer Cancer has in supporting issues that 
are very important to me and my community,” Dr. Taparra told a crowd of supporters last year as the keynote 
speaker at an Evening to Conquer Cancer, an annual celebration attended by a broad audience of donors, 
advocates, supporters, physician-scientists, and others.

From behind the podium, Dr. Taparra shared candid family photos and heartfelt memories of seeing his loved 
ones endure various cancers. He also talked about the impact of his Conquer Cancer-funded research, both on 
his own career and in the community that raised him. “I am deeply grateful for Conquer Cancer support,” he said, 
“as it amplifies the impact of our work.”

awarded to early-career investigators
$9M+

Elevating Supportive Care for Patients
with Blood Cancers

Using a Conquer Cancer grant, Dr. Rahul Banerjee and 
his team hope to improve quality of life for patients with 
multiple myeloma using digital life coaching to provide 
much-needed physical and emotional support.

Two Decades of Global Progress
in Pediatric Cancer Care

Learn about Dr. Jaume Mora, a two-time grant recipient 
whose research is leading to global advances in pediatric 
cancer care, including an FDA-approved treatment.

Improving Radiation Treatment
for Pediatric Patients

Learn how Dr. Raymond Mailhot is making a difference in 
blood cancer treatment for patients in the U.S. and abroad by 
elevating treatment capacity in resource-limited countries, 
training providers to safely administer radiotherapy, and 
tailoring lymphoma care for young patients.

Balancing Parenthood and
Breast Cancer

Aisling O’Brien, a breast cancer survivor based in Ireland, 
discusses the challenges of balancing motherhood and 
breast cancer with her oncologist Dr. Michaela Higgins, a 
two-time Conquer Cancer grant recipient.

Elevating Cancer Care
in Rural Montana

Learn how your support is helping patients in remote areas 
of Montana through a program that’s offsetting costs for 
training care providers, improving access to treatment, and 
addressing geographic barriers to patient care.
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From Rare Cancer Survivor
to Dedicated Patient Advocate

Just two months after her wedding, Katie Coleman was 
diagnosed with metastatic oncocytoma, making her one 
of only 10 known cases in the world. In this Your Stories 
interview, she reflects on navigating an exceptionally rare 
cancer.

countries represented by the 2024 class of 
grant and award recipients

51

2024 Financials*

REVENUES
  Corporate	    60%
  Foundation	    22%
  Individual	    18%

EXPENSES
  Programs	 66%
  Fundraising	 29%
  Administration	 5%

REVENUES
Corporate			 $22,756,357
Foundation			 $8,165,828
Individual			 $6,785,166
TOTAL REVENUES $37,707,351

Operating Income			 $2,730,125
Long Term Investment		 $8,443,446
Change in Net Assets		 $11,173,554
   Change in Unrestricted Net Assets	 $4,076,489
   Change in Restricted Net Assets	 $7,097,065
Unrestricted Net Assets Beginning of Year    $35,162,089
Restricted Net Assets Beginning of Year    $61,863,783
Unrestricted Net Assets End of Year	 $39,238,578
Restricted Net Assets End of Year	 $68,960,848

* Unaudited

EXPENSES
Programs			 $23,192,180
Fundraising			 $10,210,193
Administration			 $1,574,853
TOTAL EXPENSES $34,977,226

We’ve seen remarkable progress in new cancer treatments and cures—many beginning 
with innovative research ideas from the brilliant physician-scientists you support. By 
funding a diverse field of promising oncology professionals, you enabled new and 
innovative research for patients facing all types of cancer—from the common to the 
rare—everywhere in the world.

Your investment in high-quality 
cancer research had a ripple 
effect for patients everywhere.

IMPACT
LIFESAVING OUTCOMES

Dr. Rizine Mzikamanda
Conquer Cancer grant recipient

You empowered oncology professionals 
to pursue innovative research and 
discoveries that will have an impact 
for people around the world, whether 
through improved care, enhanced 
treatment options, or better quality of 
life. 

DISCOVERY
LIFESAVING INNOVATION AND BREAKTHROUGHS

Dr. Suresh S. Ramalingam
Conquer Cancer grant recipient

You supported a broad network of 
individuals committed to expanding 
access to new treatments, quality 
cancer care, and better outcomes for 
patients through innovative research 
and vital programs. 

PEOPLE
LIFESAVING APPROACHES TO CARE

Dr. Kekoa Taparra
Conquer Cancer grant recipient

Nancy R. Daly, MS, MPH
Chief Executive Officer, Conquer Cancer

Clifford A. Hudis, MD, FACP, FASCO
Chief Executive Officer, ASCO

Executive Vice Chair, Conquer Cancer

Howard A. Burris III, MD, FACP, FASCO
Chair, Conquer Cancer
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